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Robertson, Arnot (Mrs. Henry Turner). 
Macmillan. January 1944. 


the little Donegal village Kildooey there was sign- 
post indicating the road Dublin, signpost that had 
become center contention, setting dangerous currents 
motion—currents which could destroy the peaceful 
lives many villagers. London that same autumn 
1940 were Tom Fairburn, despondent RAF bomber pilot, 
and Denyse Messagere, wealthy refugee. 


The Signpost. 


The newly 
decorated Tom had lost his courage, had abandoned 
hope, had lost control, there was stranger within 
him and was longer responsible. last desperate 
effort regain control decided spend the remainder 
his leave the small village Kildooey which had 
once visited. When Paris fell Denyse had fled from 
France leaving her husband become collaborator and 
her four year old daughter the mercies Nazi educa- 
tion. Denyse moves through life hazily stunned her 
husband’s opportunistic faithlessness their ideals and 
shocked her country’s disintegration. 
alien, she denied the right work for the poor Lon- 
don’s bomb shelters she drifts aimlessly Northern Ire- 


land. 


Tom and Denyse meet the boat Ireland 
change stories during the bomb-studded passage. They 
part upon arrival, Tom buys car and drives Kildooey 
but returns immediately find Denyse and the two then 
return camp for several days quarry above the 
From here the thread the story weaves be- 
tween the affairs the village and those Tom and 
Denyse. the end Tom recovers his courage and self- 
through his relations with Denyse and his pre- 


occupation with the affairs the village both which 
remove his attention from his own worries and neuroses. 
During their stay and Denyse, contrary their promise, 
interfere village affairs such extent that slumber- 
ing emotional crises held check the villagers are 
released into sharp personal tragedy. 


The author draws harsh picture Irish village life 
which the people are pictured being held ignorance 
the lust the Church and the elders for power—a 
power obtained rigid domination children and 
the rigid observance custom. She gives picture 
surface kindness and courtesy underlaid cruelty, sav- 
agery and ignorance. Tom and Denyse are irked these 
things and also Ireland’s refusal cede ports enter 
the war England’s hour peril. local priest, 
Father Keith, immediately perceives the true relation be- 
tween Tom and Denyse, extracting from them promise, 
cheerfully given, that they will not molest his people. 
Although Tom and Denyse feel that what Father Keith 
represents evil they nevertheless recognize him good 
man contrast Mr. Wallace the local shopkeeper who, 
according their lights, reaches the right conclusions 
the wrong way. The entire village swirl smoulder- 
ing conflicts which spring into sharper action during Tom’s 
and Denyse’s stay. Mr. Wallace out greed and envy 
and pride and revenge had been struggling with Father 
Keith for domination the village attempts release 
scandal which will break the smug complacency Sean 
and the Sullivans. Tom and Denyse manage prevent 
this partially. Helen Sullivan and Michael had been be- 
trothed years before and although Helen had developed 
new interests America she returned the call the 


ty 
fe. 
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priest marry Michael. Tom and Denyse break this 
unwanted marriage. The major thread however woven 
about vivacious young whose intense desire going 
Dublin typifies the spirit youthful liberty, and the 
passionate Sean, nationalist, who typifies the 
spirit repression sacrifice. Bridie and 
Sean were married but when Tom helped the 
building their home inadvertently set off the spark 
which led Sean’s drowing Bridie fit anger. 
The Signpost curious book—attempting explain 
Irish nature succeeds only becomi muddled, con- 
fusing and patently unconvincing, exhibiting 
British misconception their neigh bors. Certainly 
sensible man could agree with her description ignorant 
cruelty and savagery, hate and evil people who 
are essentially human. Nor could one accept thesis 
that the Church responsible for the primitiveness the 
Irish. The adultery Tom and Denyse, never directly 
consummated but only implied, course unacceptable 
even though regarded the book right and natu- 
ral. these basic errors there hardly seems any reason 
for recommending otherwise well-written book any 
one though perhaps would harm mature and 
adult readers. 

* 


Kane, Harnett The Bayous 
Morrow. Oct. 1943. 


Vast this teeming land ours and 
origins. 


Louisiana. William 


tangled are its 
vast and tangled that later genera- 
tions are somewhat provincial our failure recognize 
the racial labyrinth that America, labyrinth within 
whose framework have become adjusted descendants 
peoples many climes and customs. Being also con- 
scious our melting pot proclivities sometimes fail 
recognize that many groups people have succeeded 
resisting mass pro duction culture—in becoming good 
Americans without relinquishing those parts their man- 
ners and mores that are worthwhile. Mr. Kane’s The 
group America, group predominantly French but with 

many admixtures, group which some might think 
was primitive but whose way life retains many de- 
cidedly worthwhile aspects. gives brand Ameri- 
can, way life and region our country, all three 
which most are poorly informed. 


place that seems often unable make its mind 
whether will earth water, and compromises. 
The result that much moist lower Louisiana belong 
neither element. The line demarcation vague and 
changing. The distinction between degrees well-soaked 
ground academic except one who steps upon what 


looks like soil but finds that something less. Here 
fringe continent, land the slow making. While 
found the South, much the traditional South 
not found it.’ These introductory sentences well de- 
scribe the country hich, although partially susceptible 


modern engineering communications, still that 
strange body water, the bayou, its principal artery 
communication. Here came the French, the Acadians and 
the Spanish, pre-Revolutionary Americans, here they 
found freedom, peace, contentment; not material wealth 
but simple way life marked primarily their adapta- 
tion and the environment and sustained all- 
sufficient Change coming, though slowly, this 


Best 


region but still its inhabitants are people apart, people 
who have preserved gracious and natural, albeit some- 
times poverty-stricken, way life. 

brief Mr. Kane’s book description the region, its 
history, its inhabitants, their pursuits, their homes and 
their way lived with those people, was ac- 
cepted them, took part their affairs and, the out- 
sider, seems have drawn fairly accurate, compre- 
hensive and trustworthy picture them. The book 
also enhanced the addition drawings 
graphs. The author writes the bayous and history 
waterways, des scribe the coastal region where bayous 
and ocean meet, where Jean Lafitte prowled past, 
where disastrous wiped out entire eme 
tells Avery its famous bird city, 
fishing fleet and the trip took, trapping muskrat 
with sharecropping tra pper family. witching then 
the “longest village street” the “small man’s bayo 
the you Lafourche, whose 120 are lined with the 
rectangularly patterned farms reminiscent the Que 
bec countryside. covers the history the bayou, the 
coming the Acadians, the invasion the large planters 
with their sugar plantations, their subsequent failure and 
the survival the habitant whe alone was adaptable 
the peculiarities the regio man among friends 
when lives Lafourche” introduces fine description 
family life and relationships, Christian charity and 
goodwill, large families their flourishing. 
plaining “La Vie Lafourchaise” Papa Broussard said: “le 
bon Dieu provides the materials; those earth, they 
design that pleasant.” Food, 


blessi: ng the 


are wise, adapt 
housing, farming, igion, 
aspects are well described. 
Leaving Lafourche the author travels the region 
the Bayou Teche, fertile, lush, opulent country, land 
Creole, Acadian and Anglo-Saxon, land grand and 
stately plantati ons, above all Evangeline, 
legend the native version differs from that Longfellow. 
Then the west, land the prairies, where the soil has 
drained and, alt though man may ave private bayou 
land. Here was greatest the Acad- 
ians, here the land the buggy where the automobile 
has never been considered seriously conveyance, 
tranquil country yet one which knew ess its 
time. music, dancing, the charivari and social 
life general are described. 


outsider could not pretend set himself 
authority the subject matter the book —he 
would know too little about it. may incomplete, 
there may distortions and even inaccuracy but this 
reviewer seems pre-eminently fair and warm- 
hearted account people and their way life well 
worth reading. What may minor obstacle the very 
occasional inclusion profanity, only quotation from 
described character, but otherwise the book can rec 
ommended warmly adults, college students and 
high school readers. 


* * = 
Camp, William Retreat, Appleton-Century. 
Nov. 530p. $3.00. 


Whe farine captain who had just brought his brigac 
into sagging Allied lines Belleau Wood 1918 was 
advised neighboring commanders fall back uttere 
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famous phrase which forms the title the present 
book: “Retreat, Hell! just got here!” Hell! 
then novel which deals with the dogged tenacity 
our Marine detachments transferred from China the 
Philippines 1941, gives the story the bombing 
Manila, the battle Bataan and the siege Corregidor, 
paints the picture men who were brokenhearted over 
their enforced retreats, bewildered lack support 
home and broken almost incredible hardships yet who 

fought the last. 


The story told through the person Marine Private 
Dave Bancroft who, with his buddies, Weaver and 
Witherspoon, was stationed Shanghai when the story 
opens November, 1941. There, spite the Japanese 
life for the marines was fairly lush with women 
and liquor abundance. That however 
terminated when the entire Marine detachment was trans- 
ferred the Philippines, arriving early December. Be- 
fore they could settle into their new post came 
Harbor, the bombing Manila, Nichol’s Field and Cavite. 
Although heavily tinged with journalese are most sec- 
tions the book the descriptions the bombings and 
defendant activities are well done and calculated bring 
the reader the actual picture war. 


With the ruin their bases military strategy took the 
marines Bataan where, under the guidance the Fili- 
pino scouts they engaged patrol activity cleaning out 
isolated Jap landing parties and securing base opera- 
tions for the main forces. All this was done with the 
implied understanding that they could hold out until 
help came from America and morale 
Even the shortage rations, complicated the addition 
10,000 civilians the food rolls did not dishearten the 
men. There came sort disheartenment the Japs 
poured fanatically the face murderous defense, 
food gave out and disease became prevalent. There 
was the final blow when they realized that help would 
not come, when they even began believe that their 
people across the sea had deserted them, had left them 
unfeelingly die. But they were proof even against this. 
They fought down the peninsula until they reached 
its tip, scarcely army but rather group men broken 
all but spirit. When they could retreat further they 
dynamited their installations and the lucky few escaped 
Corregidor. Corregidor the three marine privates 
almost escape when they volunteer for hazardous jour- 
ney deliver important papers the High Command 
but Jap assault stops their venture and before can 
resumed the Jap avalanche rolls the Fortress. the 
story ends the three and their companions forth 
meet the final onslaught with the battle cry “Retreat, 
Hell!” ringing their lips. 


Retreat, Hell! novel built around one the most 
heroic episodes our history, episode that will wring 
American hearts whenever told. novel name 
mostly, not too well written, overloaded with billingsgate, 
superficial and stereotyped many aspects yet the 
very nature the material with which deals its man- 
ages retain something power and impressiveness. 
strongly reiterates the utter courage our men, describes 
the full the unbelievable privations they suffered and 
strongly paints the actual horrors war. Chiefly objec- 
tionable are the language which written and the 
reason one marine gives for fighting. There scarcely 
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page the book that not swarming with profanity and 
vulgari the excuse that that really the way 
which our soldiers speak. Dave Bancroft finally arrives 
his reason for continuing fight against hopeless odds 
and the face abandonment the following words: 
“Sure America was laughing and making money and go- 
ing shows and parties and dancing and fornicating. But 
that was what Americans loved do. That’s what love 
about tomorrow and the next day and the next day after 
that. That’s the way America should always be, happy 
and prosperous and free from worry. That’s what 
were fighting for. make America free and safe and 
big. America only free her people, rich her 
happy her people. will never safe and 
free and happy and prosperous until make so.” 
though there some value the book, because the 
overindulgence profanity and because the sentiments 
expressed the above quotation this reviewer does not 
think that should recommended anyone though 
may permitted very mature and discriminating 
adult readers. 


Literary Guild---January Selection 


Bellaman, Grandolet. 
Schuster. Dec. 29, 1943. $2.50. 


short novel somewhat the recent Windswept theme, 
Victoria Grandolet revolves about White Cloud, the 70- 
room plantation mansion French Louisiana, home 
the Grandolets. Two neighboring manors, Wyandotte, 
home the Velazy’s, and Far Felice figure the novel 
almost characters the familiar love triangle. White 
Cloud seems symbolize pride and honor, Far Felice, 
amorality and passion, and Wyandotte, friendliness and 
prosperity. 


Niles Grandolet, 26, White 
Flora Velazy girls’ seminary Virginia meets her 
blond roommate, Victoria Dunstan, stately, re- 

erved, and introspective. The shadow her life her 
unknown parentage. ten days she and Niles are mar- 
ried. She had not told Niles about her unknown parent- 
age and hoped use marriage for real name 
and She becomes morbidly anxious become 
more Grandolet than the Grandolets. But she tries 
ingenuity rather than love, selfishness rather 
than generosity. She wants son badly make her 
real power, but after Julien Quentin born she longer 
shares her room with Niles. Soon Niles realizes that 
loves Flora and that his hasty marriage was terrible mis- 


Cloud, visiting his cousin 


take. One day Flora’s husband Connor, whom Flora had 
married “rebound”, leaves and divorces her. Niles 
spends more and more time Flora’s Wyandotte. ery 


narrowly honor keeps them from adultery (though are 
not quite sure). the meanwhile, Victoria, drifting into 
circle her own, play-actingly and self-assuredly leads 
Dr. Lawrence Gaynes on, who has himself decided 
the same thing. Imperceptibly both fell seriously love, 
and Victoria for the first time her life craves physical 
satisfaction. But both know the code and its penalty and 
the maid Orlou keeps watch. When Dr. Gaynes’ wife 
leaves him, decides break with Victoria. parting 
they passionately kiss for the first time. Her son see them 
and crying that his father will kill them, flees. That 
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evening Victoria realizes that losing husband, and son, and 
family respect unspeakably worse than sacrificing 
infatuation for another’s husband. Some minutes later 
accident otherwise she falls into the huge chandelier 
and cut death. 


This romance and its language romantic—sinful and 
ugly things are never portrayed; they are alluded 
mentioned euphemistically. 
Artistically the novel course not great 
the Gothic tradition whispering galleries and ghost- 
like portraits. Devices such unknown parentage and 
clairvoyant maids (Orlou) are too trite and insignificant. 
Victoria’s frigidity implausibly overdrawn. The un- 
known parentage somewhat disappointingly never 
cleared proven important suggested earlier. 
But interesting and readable light novel. 
wholesome, not very powerful, picture the 
dangers and penalties married disloyalty and infidelity. 
also suggests the marriages not based 
sensible courtships. The book has really unwhole- 
some implications. good and interesting reading for 
young and old. 


Van Doren, Mark. Liberal Education. Henry Holt. Nov. 
1943. 186p. $2.50. 

This book, written the nvitation the Association 
American Colleges sustained penetrating inquiry 
into the nature the liberal arts and education 
general. Some the main are concerned with 
“The Educated “Liberal ‘The Idea 
and “The Arts Teaching and Being 


quite likely that Catholic educators will general 
agreement with the main contention the volume, that 
the seven liberal arts, adapted somewhat moc lern needs, 
should constitute the essentials education. Most Cath- 
olic schools have been forced accept many the evils 
present day education order secure accrediting 
the various educational associations, but they have never- 
theless retained some anchorage their educational past. 
Much time spent upon analysis man teach- 
able being. Mr. Doren not ignorant 
that such sentence the following 
crept into the book: “The reason keep talking about 
man that changes but his nature does not; when 
was ape was not man, and long man 
will not angel” (p. typical the book 
and more worthy the author the statement: “If men 
were angels they could dispense with tradition; for they 
know all once; and they were animals 
they could nicely with instinct substitute” (p. 119). 
general, the author seems consider man rational 
animal, definition acceptable Catholics, certainly, and 
his remarks education seem made with such 
person mind. 

Throughout the study, stress placed the necessity 
good reading, with the objective becoming literate, not 
only English literature, but classical and modern 
literature, mathematics, and the social 
and physical sciences Mr. Van Doren appar- 
ently believes the so-called mental discipline 
with the more difficut subjects. observes, “Nothing 
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that not discipline can interesting long. But nothing 
that not interesting can discipline the imagination where 
all studies take their start. The interest the human 
mind what matters, and assumed that education 
every quarter occupie with making the human mind 
aware its desires” (p. 135). Regarding the study the 
classics, have this remark: “The contemporary scene 
filled with educators who want protect students from 
the classics; which they not burn but which they would 
keep the back shelves. Their compassion, almost tear- 
ful moments, for generation youth threatened 
with direct exposure the best spirits that have lived” 
(p. guidance condemned 168). 
The list books constituting the curriculum St. 
College Maryland presented with approv al, although 
the author does not apparently consider altogether com- 
plete satisfactory. 

may argued that some the statements 
follows from the inability such educators see 
the spiritual man; educator does not see 
that, speaking terms anim training, not 
human education. man simply and 
animal, remains that regardless 


education 
receives. Education cannot change him basically Unless 
the educator sees man eing responsible for his con- 
duct, and destined for eternity, the educator’s remarks 
education are necessarily somewhat unconvincing. Despite 
these concluding statements, the book 
any serious reader. 

Paul Kiniery, 


Loyola University, Chicago 


Cartoon Cavalcade. 
$3.95. 


cartoons and comic strips 
artists the late nineteenth and twentieth 
streamlined gallery art from which you will derive 
about one nostalgia, one part social history, and 
plenty laughs. the professors will descend from their 
rostrums for few moments and take look this, they 
will find fairly accurate picture American behavior, 
foibles, and viewpoints from the early ties the 
present. From the less comp lex age Frost 
thers), through 


simple humor used delight our grandfat 


hard wit the modern sophisticates like Peter Arno and 
other artists the New Mr. Craven traces the 
story American comic drawing revealed typical 
productions that doubtful art. Old friends like Silk 
Hat Harry, Krazy Kat, and the Gibson Girl will recall 
the halcyon days the recent past when young gentlemen 


wore those large-checked suits and flowing ties the 


boardwalk Atlantic City, before the epoch-making dis 
covery that was another feminine accomplish- 
ment. 


was perhaps inevitable collection like this that 
muc the humor should the Rabelaisian 


Much it, indeed, rather strongly reminiscent the 


old Keystone movie comedies one their more 
erous days. For adults, who will read selectively, the 


book will good entertainment. But Junior should stick 
his Superman and Dick Tracy and leave this historical 
extravaganza severely alone. 
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The editor has added chatty and informative running 
text which interesting the pictures, even though 
this reviewer disagrees strongly with some parts it. Mr. 
Craven seems show too much complacency toward the 


seamy sides American humor. remarks, justly 
enough, that distinctive note that humor (as mani- 


fested these drawings) its irreverence, its penchant 
for playing fast and loose with sanctities; but does not 
seem sufficiently worried about this. other 
issues, well, Mr. Craven takes the side the moderns 
their unpleasantly smartest. must admitted, how- 
ever, that does with great brilliance and verve 
phrase. 

Certainly recommended for adults, with the qualifications 


You really will get great deal fun out it. 
For the young, unsuitable. 


Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton 


The Army Air Forces’ Official Story 
Command’s First Year Over Europe. 
(published collaboration with Life 
1943. Paper, $1: cloth $2.00 


old and young. ¥: 


Target: Germany. 
the Bomber 

imon Schuster 
Dec 


Put the must list for 


will 


intensely interested the detailed descriptions just 
how the big bombers their how 


and exact plans for the bombing expeditions are formu- 
lated, and how the fighting men the bambers write 


their epics heroisn ski 


across the flak-spattered skies 
There are false heroics this book, but ac- 
counts young American bravery its purest and finest. 
The 121 pages contain also very great deal popu 

but reliable information about the 
war the air. 


arized 
arizec 


management our 


A A: 
Army Forces 


noted the title, the text the 
story. could hardly have been done better. The 
illustrations, diagrams, and photographs are excellent. 
The reviewer tempted quote again and again from 
these electrifying pages, the latter adjective being used de- 
liberately. 
Congra atulations the Army Force for this best all 
the stories far written about our fighting eagles. 

Joseph Durkin, 


Unive ersity Scranton 


diagr 


Also the Hills. 


Keyes, Frences Parkinson. 
Nov. 19, 1943. 622p. $3. 


The setting Also the Hills the 
home the author. From 


Julian Messner. 


New Englan familiar 
‘arman homestead 


insignificant little village characters emerge and in- 
evolve that become notably significant the af- 
fairs great nation war, with the scene for 


interval the national capital, and again the North 
African theater, then back again the home and home- 
land, dominating and magnetic influence the lives 
one small American group. 


One one the Farmans had drifted away 
secretary one the Congressmen. Judith trained 
nurse and though for time she was satisfied help meet 
the urgent local need for nurses, she decided 
favor more dramatic service with the armed forces. 


from home. 


Target: Germany Keyes Robinson 
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Her determination withstood the opposition her family 
and her fiancé, Dexter Abbott, who urged Judith 
marry and serve with him the home front. She re- 
fused but could not believe that Dexter was serious about 
breaking their engagement. Jerome, the only son, had 
been prominently established bank Boston when 
was summoned active service and assigned Fort 


Bragg. 


Daniel and Serena Farman were proud their children 
and the lone the big house was measure 
dispelled the glamor that was written into the letters 
telling their children’s experiences. Even after Jenness 
had become involved political scandal that led 
notorious trial and ended tragic suicide, her mother 
and father were loyal more worthy Judith, 
too, despite the self-assertiveness that would rule 
received the same solicitious and sympathet 
understanding even before she heroically proved 
her choice service had been sincerely unselfish 


was Jerome’s southern bride, however, who appearing 
Farman Hill when her had 
overseas duty few months after their marriage, brought 
about many happy changes not only the Farman house- 
hold but the little community. Alix had not only the 
material means lighten financial worries but 
possessing personality that won the admiration and affec- 
tion she met. had been Jerome’s wish that 
she return his home bear their child, and her coming 
brought new happiness and expectancy David and 
Serena. Dexter Abbot too, was consoled her com- 
panionship, and when events cost Jerome his life and lef 

Alix widow with infant son, was obvious 
happiness for the two lay life together among the hills 
that had become dear Alix her own southland. 


The incidents that would introduce 
trigue into what mainly romantic story are weak and 
rather far ‘fetched. Nazi espionage detected first the 
growing number German settlers and their eagerness 
the hilled esta 


everyone 


element in- 


that would utilized lookouts 
for planes. The reader has just decided that the author 
abandoned this strain the plot when reappears, too 
suddenly, with more startling effect the than 
making hero Dexter Abbott and rather ineffectively 
tie the loose ends that were obviously dangling. 


mM 


tory 
Mme STOry 


Also the Hills marks improven nent the author’s style. 
The story more smoothly developed and the background 
more artistically planned. Needless repetition and detail 
lengthen the pages and cause lag interest. few 
the main characters are very weakly drawn, e.g., Jenness, 
and few minor characters are too often neglected. The 
author rather tolerant the suicide involved which 
the only obstacle general recommendation the book 
which may enjoyed the adult reader. 


Robinson, Armin L., The Ten Commandments. 
Ten novels Hitler’s war against the moral 
[By] Thomas Mann, Rebecca West, Franz Werfel, Johr 

Erskine, Bruno Frank, Jules Romains, 
Sigrid Undset, Hendrik Willem Van Loon, Louis Brom- 


Schuster. Dec. 1943. 488p. $3.00. 

The regime Hitler has often been called anti-Christian, 
sometimes without definite realization the completely 
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pagan philosophy and morality implied the Nazi 
gram. That Hitler and his colleagues visualized the de- 
struction the Christian mores stated Herman 
Rauschning the Preface this 
speaking, 
the Lord thy God! Who? Asiatic tyrant? 
No! The day will come when shall hold against 
these commandments the tables new law. And 
history will recognize our movement the great battle 
for humanty’s liberation, liberation from the curse 
Mount Sinai, from the dark stammerings nomads 
who could more trust their own sound instincts, who 
could understand the divine only the form 
tyrant who orders one the very things one doesn’t 
like. This what are fighting against: the masoch- 
istic spirit self-torment, the curse so-called 
idolized protect the weak from the strong the face 
the immortal law battle, the great law divine 
nature. Against the so-called ten commandments, 
against them are fighting (p. xiii). 


Having thus stated Der Fuehrer’s defiance the ten authors 
named above show fictional form how Nazi practice has 
deviated from Christian moral norms. The concept 
such symposium was grand one; the execution the 
plan unfortunately fails achieve greatness. The basic 
reason for its failure indicated the opening story. 
Thomas Mann’s relation the origin the Command- 
ments such elaborately rationalized explanation 
the major miracles connected with the Exodus and the 
transmission the Decalogue, such the ten plagues, the 
parting the Red Sea, the descent manna and others, 
that Moses almost divinized and God relegated 
position the audience. Joshua, for example, becomes 
the avenging angel the Biblical seems curious 
way begin this symposium with story that minimizes 
eternal sanction for unchanging law; this naturaliza- 
tion the Decalogue supports Hitler’s words rather than 
opposes them. 

The second story, that Rebecca West, somewhat 
better indicating striving for truth the part two 
Danish dramatists and leading actress. Although all 
three die heroically “on stormy plain under empty 
sky” one very doubtful that they resolved their agnos- 
ticism and skepticism into firm faith. They were against 
the Nazis; their positive faith undefined. 


Franz Werfel’s contribution minor but stirring incident 
Rabbi Aladar Fuerst’s refusal kiss the swastika and 
his restoration the original cross from which the Nazi 
symbol had been made. description Quislingism 
and brutality this superb story. 


second major example deviation from the Christian 
tradition occurs John Erskine’s account keeping holy 
the Sabbath. Mr. Erskine’s thesis, stated Pastor Groff is, 


This room which now are, this village, this whole 
landscape, are seen this moment our absent ones. 
What the remembered vision means them, who shall 
say? Some farm these hills, some brookside the 
valley, shop, doorway, bend the road, may 
recall the very place, the very moment, the prophet 
was seen coming from Sinai, from the presence 
Jehovah, with the skin his face shining. each 
one supreme experience given—at least one; 
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that his Sabbath day; who does not keep holy 

lost soul (p. 152). 
This very obvious naturalization, rather romanticiza- 
that bears resemblance objective commandment 
stating definite relationship between creature and Crea- 
tor, the setting apart day which forget the world 
and direct our thoughts God. stated his com- 
tions, Erskine develops melodramatic story around 
romantic theme which Nazi leader exploits cause the 
death Karl, his friend Heinrich and the latter’s wife. 


Family life German official’s house when strict adher- 
ence Nazi concepts the state mandatory Bruno 
Frank’s Barbara’s love for Heinrich not encour- 
aged because his father’s opposition the 
letters were intercepted; Barbara was sent farm where 
Nazi methods human breeding are practiced. When 
she has become pregnant Barbara allowed return 
home where her father’s deception uncovered and Hein- 
rich’s love revealed. The result despair and suicide 


Barbara. 


The transformation professor languages into 
puppet officer and ultimate killer French colleague 
the choice Jules Roman’s and done quite well. 
André Maurois’ assignment was that the commandment 
against adultery. fairly plausible fashion depicts 
the opportunism operatic star whose career was 
ruined because her father’s Jewish 
mother’s false confession adultery temporarily saves her 
career but ultimately destroys her parents herself. 
While the story well handled the sin would seem 
one lying rather than adultery. 


Hendrik Van Loon’s tale that German child, shel- 
tered Dutch family after the first World War, who 
later became Nazi “tourist”, then minor officer who 
manoeuvred the killing his 
Norway under the yoke the scene Sigrid 
denunciation the Germans violators the com- 
mandment against stealing. realistic story looting 
and Norwegian resistance. The concluding incident, 
the attempt Frau Oberleutnant Egon Malzahn (an ob- 
vious inmate brothel) profiteer some family 
photographs, climactic gem. 


Mr. Bromfield’s novels recent years (we have knowl- 
edge his earlier ones) hardly seem make him logical 
defender the moral code. Even this story, speaking 
the first person, says, 
Neither wife nor myself had strong feeling about 
people enjoying themselves. believed that sexual 
morality was people’s own affair, long did not 
corrupt the decency their relationship with outsiders 


(p. 423). 


His account the development the naive young 
vorcée Gretl into hard prostitute who makes her fortune 
the expense German industrialist adventure 
story that will not comfort the upholders Christian 
moral code, implying evil steal except from Nazis. 


recommend this book highly, but only the mature 
reader, outstanding example deviations from 
Christian moral code, unrealized the part some 
our major contemporary novelists. Ultimately their 
tionalization and naturalization the supernatural will 
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lead subjectivism and materialism different from 
the Nazi code they inveigh against. From standpoint 
style, the stories are generally well done though far 
less effective than full novels the same authors would 
have been. 

* * * 


George Cohan: Prince the 
Lippincott. Dec. 1943. 240p. $3.00. 


For his recent biography Man Who Owned Broad- 
Mr. Ward has collected vast 
Cohaniana: newspaper accounts, personal reminiscense 

anecdotes, legends, and lore. These has arranged 
chronological order and woven into them the spirit his 
own frank admiration for the subject hand. The result, 
might expected, decidedly reportorial piece 
writing, but readable and entertaining for all that. 


Morehouse, Ward. 
American Theatre. 


store ot 


Much the content the present work will new 
the younger generation America. those over forty, 
will like going through attic trunk—as gently 
nostalgic gone era the incomparable Life With 
Father. For the background the panoramic career 
George Cohan the passing scene six colorful 

ecades American history. Unconsciously one notes 
the charm and graciousness the carriage-trade set, eve- 
nings Delmonico’s and Rector’s, gigantic stature 
such men Augustin Daly, Charles nan, and other 
the theatrical world. had 
not yet set in. People were naive enough enjoy clean 
and entertainment. Civilization had not 
been refined the degree that unfumigated realism 
needed assure the theatrical venture. 
Hence, not altogether surprising that capering song 
and dance man with genius for making friends and 
money should have become the most outstanding figure 
the dramatic world his time. 


success of 


His birth and well his spectacular rise 
fame, were colorful truly theatrical fashion. The 
parents, Jerry and were veteran troupers. The 
children, George and Josep ame part the fam- 
ous Act” soon they were old enough speak, 
sing, and dance (which was soon). The author’s com- 
ments this affectionate family are among the most note- 
worthy his book; each member loved each the others 
with passionate fidelity. time passed, however, 
was George who became the Cohan that America knew; 
was who became outstanding actor, producer, 
song-writer, musician, and playwright before the age 
thirty. 


The present biographer has not fallen into the same error 
was evident the movie “Yankee Doodle Dandy”; 
the book far less rose-colored than the film. The story 
his first marriage Ethel Levey and their subsequent 
divorce all related here. So, too, the history the 
long and bitter feud with the Actor’s Equity Association— 
story that reveals more the impetuous, bitter, and 
die-hard Cohan than any other his career. 


For Cohan was man sharp contrasts. Possessed 
great heart and soul, was the same time violent, 
sulky, and tempermental. Some 
friends have observed that was lone wolf, brooder. 
The world knew him gay wit, great entertainer. 
Such extremes often meet certain type 
When Alexander Woollcott wrote one Cohan’s 
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plays, “It baffling mixture good and bad, fine 
and cheap, rare and ordinary, that not easy de- 
scribe”, was, certain extent, describing the author 
himself. 


Altogther, Mr. Morehouse has done gratifying and sub- 
stantial piece work producing what practically 
handbook the American theatre during the “teens” and 
twenties. The frequent mention plays long since for- 
gotten, together with date, place performance, and cast, 

make the absence index regrettable defect. But 
his portrait the late George Cohan authentic— 
faithfully traced from “the freshest kid town” The 
Yankee Prince, beloved millions. 


Once, toward the end his life, when Cohan was asked 
were satisfied with the way life had treated him, 
gave typical reply. So, too, might anyone answer who 
had lived life vigorously, known joy and sorrow, tasted 
the world’s success, kept honor clea an, rep ented his sins, 
and died, sacramentally fortified, the arms Holy 
Mother Church. The reply? was, “No complaints, kid.” 


Sister Camillus, 


Marywood College, Scranton 


Wheeler, Keith. The Pacific Beat. Dutton. Nov. 


1943. 383p. $3.00. 


“This book amateur’s report amateurs’ war.” 
This terse, true statement epitomizes the value and con 
tent The Pacific Beat. Dec. 1941, 
Marvin McCarthy, then managing editor the Chicago 
Daily Times, gave Keith Wheeler his assignment was 
armed forces were for actual combat. During the fourteen 
months covered this book and the men service 
developed from amateurs into professionals, from men 
the defensive force competent wrest Attu from 
the entrenched Japanese. 


The first portion the book, devoted action the 
South Pacific, lacks the interest that the final two-thirds 
have, chiefly because are today fairly well acquainted 
with the events the time Pearl Harbor. Our knowl- 
edge the difficulties connected with driving the Japs 
out Kiska and Attu more meager and this field 
Mr. Wheeler properly more loquacious and informative. 
With keen eye saw the events the Aleutians and 
with facile touch transmits those observations. His 
final chapters the capture Attu will undoubtedly 
permanent part the history American participation 
adults. 


Crime Club---January Selection 
Knight, Kathle 


Blair mystery. 
$2.00 


Moore. Design Diamonds. Margot 


Doubleday, Doran. Jan. 


When Adrian ter Broek realized the imminence war 
Europe and the peril his fortune Amsterdam 
made arrangement through the public relations firm 
Norman and Blair safeguard part his inheritance for 
his daughter Katrien. The diamonds were turned 
over Katrien after proper identification, for Margot 
Blair had not met the financier’s daughter but had only 
photograph for comparison. Years after the compact 
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telephone call from Mexico City arranged meeting with 
Katrien’s fiancé Anselmo Colin under mysterious cir- 
cumstances, further complicated the failure An- 
selmo appear. shift scene from New York 
Mexico City brings Margot into the thick the plot 
against Katrien which turns out Nazi-instigated. 
Pure adventure fare for anyone who wants it. 


Lawrence, Tower Steel. Little, Brown. 


Nov. 12, 1943. 316p. $2.50. 


For pleasant hammock-reading the summertime, one 
might recommend Tower Steel. Miss Lawrence 
brings together group rather pleasant young women 
and puts them work law office for the duration 
the war. Each has problem her own home surround- 
ings; each finds certain surcease from worry the quiet 
environs the firm Lyman, Lyman, Lyman, and Ly- 
man. The book, therefore, becomes series unrelated 
short stories whose only claim unity the law office 
which the protagonists meet. 


Most the situations, well the characters concerned, 
are bromidic. Thalia Dell, Lyman’s personal secretary 
(there only one Lyman the novel, the other three 
having gone the armed forces) serene, well-bred 
refined common consent all the office force, 
she the major-domo who also acts guide, friend, and 
father-confessor the others. Thalia engaged one 
Ralph Meade, soldier, but before the end the tale she 
has met another soldier leave and marries him. 


There are other equally world-shaking developments. 
Edith Voyage, who has been nicknamed “Bon” (!) 
love with Gilly Bliss, very young sailor. Leis Disson 
married soldier Texas. Frannie Miller the sole 
support selfish but beautiful character, and should 
noted that this latter personage the most unreal, 
fictitious, saponaceous individual appear print 
many day. 
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The flyleaf calls the book “realistic” novel. so, 
ask for definition “escape” literature. The expectant 
reader should forewarned that the famous series 
books former generation could recast con- 
temporary idiom, this one would surely Marjorie Dean 
Law Office, Grace Harlow Does Her Bit, better 
still The Motor-car Girls Uncle Sam’s Service! 
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Bellaman, Victoria Grandolet, 141. Jan. 1944, 

Brown, All Hands, Amphibious Adventure, 
138. Dec. 15, 1943. 

Camp, Retreat, Hell! 140. Jan. 1944. 

Canby, Walt Whitman, 134. Dec. 15, 1943. 

Chase, the Money Coming From? 
Dec. 15, 1943. 

Claudel, Coronal, 137. Dec. 15, 1943. 

Craven, Cartoon Cavalcade, 142. Jan. 1944. 

Gray, Science War, 133. Dec. 15, 1943. 

Hale, Hangman’s Tie, 138. Dec. 15, 1943. 

Hayes, Mrs. Heaton’s Daughter, 135. Dec. 15, 1943, 

Hynd, Betrayal From the East, 135. Dec. 15, 1943, 

Jennings, Shadow and the Glory, Dec. 15, 

Kane, The Bayous Louisiana, 140. Jan. 

Keyes, Also the Hills, 143. Jan. 1944. 

Knight, Design Diamonds, 145. Jan. 1944. 

Koestler, Arrival and Departure, 138. Dec. 15, 
1943. 

Lawrence, Tower Steel, 146. Jan. 1944. 

Morehouse, George Cohan: Price the American 
Theatre, 145. Jan. 1944. 

Robertson, The Signpost, 139. Jan. 

Robinson, The Ten Commandments, 143. Jan. 

Target: Germany, 143. Jan. 1944. 

Van Doren, Liberal Education, 142. Jan. 1944. 

Wheeler, The Pacific Beat, 145. Jan. 1944. 


Norris, 
1944. 


From 
novel 
strife 
tive sol 
labo 
ultimat: 


The 
Grandn 
her dat 
her son: 
presider 
owning 
and bea 
toward 

the 

Chris, 


When 
the wat 
bitterly 

tion but 
broaden 
and wit 
bitter 
fought 
fords 
Picture 


4 


